1)YAIRO, When it comes to rape culture, this is an idea that has been unconsciously promoted through the years by men and women. After reading the assigned novels I noticed that there are many stereotypes that negatively impact women in their everyday lives. For example, the novel of the Handmaid's tale portrayed women as only being useful for reproduction; the Book of the Unnamed Midwife, they give the protagonist the ability to achieve great things for women, however by dressing up like a man; and Only Ever Yours shows us how women have created a competition and have exalted the standards of "beauty" to better assist the idea of a patriarchy. Our every day lives are filled with people short, tall, white, black, men, women, or non-binary, and it is tolerance that we need. Sometimes we forget to treat people as you would wish to be treated and this problem might lead to further problems in the future as mentioned in the dystopian fictions. Also, with regards to rape culture specifically, there is a trend being promoted on social media, Netflix and the internet, and it encourages the idea of the aggressive male figure and the distressed women, the weak and the vulnerable. For this and many other reasons, is why we now have to deal with problems of inequality and judgement. 
2) BRIANNA, The oppression of women started decades ago. From what I know and have read, there have always existed clear and distinct gender roles in our society and expectations placed on each. As we have made some growth over the past decades there still exists many stereotypes, expectations and violence (both subtle and overt) towards women. There are so many areas of our current society and culture that encourage stereotypes and violence against women. For example, rap music and hip-hop culture (not all, but some). Women are seen as objects; their bodies are discussed openly and derogatorily. Certain language is used when describing women and their bodies (I won't state specific language but I think we call all follow here). Rape culture is such an interesting concept, we live in a society that has "normalized" sexual assault and abuse. It's pretty scary to me because I think a lot of this we don't even realize. In the text they talk about "mini-rapes" being cat-calling, a small pinch on the subway or a man looking at a woman’s chest during a conversation. I have never thought about this in that way before, again probably because it has become so normalized in our society. Again, starting decades ago, women have been conditioned to look and act a certain way. Women are supposed to get married, take care of their husbands and a house, have children, clean and cook, look good, be healthy, obey their husbands, etc. Those are just some of the expectations placed on women. There have been societal standards made throughout the years that men have a certain role as do women. This also ties into the feet pictures that were shown under this week’s module. In some cultures, binding women’s feet, making them smaller because it is more "lady-like" or that they are more of a woman if they have small feet. Also wearing heels is a "requirement" to be a woman, but look at the image we saw. Why are these necessary to be a woman? Who made these rules and who says we need to follow them? A lot needs to change as a whole in our society for women to be considered true equals to men. I wish we could all just be looked at as human beings and for the quality of our character instead of any other FACTORS.

[bookmark: _GoBack]3) MADELYN, plucking eyebrows, hair coloring, girdles, high heels, and dieting are just some of the things women do to be appealing.  Jstor.org has an insightful article that discusses cosmetic surgery and “whether women are socially coerced into striving to achieve cultural standards of beauty or whether they freely choose to do so.”  In other words, is it pressure “to meet the standards of beauty constructed by and for men" or do women compete with other women because we have our own idea of what is beautiful.
Women have been putting themselves through all kinds of “beauty” treatments for centuries in order to be “chosen” as a wife and be taken care of.  Women have been considered and treated like second-class citizens for a very long time.  Their main function was to birth, care for and raise the children, cook, keep the home clean, and tend to their husband’s needs all while looking their very best so their husband can be proud.  Our recent novel, Only Ever Yours, is just a slightly exaggerated story of genetically engineered,  aesthetically pleasing women who are created with the sole purpose of bearing and caring for men along with the stress it creates to be perfect Corsetp ic discussion is a blog that discusses several ways women deformed their bodies over time to conform to what society, or men, felt what women of stature should look like.  The torturous customs mentioned are Chinese foot binding “to ensure marriage to a rich man.”  Corsets made of whale bones were worn for centuries, starting girls at the age of 10, “to prevent unladylike bending.”  Training bras, which are also common today, were mandatory and considered “essential for modesty.”  The blog also mentions dental braces purely for “beauty and not dental health.”  Of all the practices women endure to be suitable as a wife, there is none more barbaric than female genital mutilation which is still being performed in the Saharan areas of Africa. Men are visual creatures; they are impressed with a physically fit body no matter the size according to Bonytobombshell.com.  Women have different ideas about what is beautiful, a thin body.  The media and social networking use thin women in luxurious clothing wearing high heels to portray strength and beauty.  This article points out that media is doing their job, “they aren’t marketing female bodies to men, they’re marketing female bodies to women.  The moral of the article is to be healthy and not concern yourself with ideas and images of what other people think are attractive, be comfortable with yourself.
4)SEBASTIAN In regard to the rape culture I do believe media has a great deal of influence. Movies, music, advertisements, and magazines we can see women being portrayed as submissive next to a man or a sex symbol by themselves.  Netflix has released a movie titled 365. The movie involves a man kidnapping a woman giving her 365 days to fall in love with him and other sexual acts take place throughout the movie. There were many negative reviews on it, however in the U.S it reached the number 1 rank on Netflix.  Miley Cyrus in her song wrecking ball she is naked on a wrecking ball, licking a sledgehammer, over 15 million views in the first 24 hours.  Chanel's fragrance advertisement featuring Kiera Knightly starts off with the song this is a man's world. Knightly hopping on a motorcycle and heading towards her photo shoot. After the photo shoot things between Knightly and the photographer become a little sexual, where she left before anything serious happened, then the perfume comes up at the very end.  The point as to what I am getting at is that sex sells. We as a society witness this on an everyday occurrence. The prince charming, macho man, saving the damsel in distress. Men sexualizing women, women being attractive based on their attire. Men being dominant over women. Sex sells because that is noticed more, even in songs, half nude people will get attention, even if the lyrics have no meaning. 
The novels that were assigned women were viewed for reproduction. It was something to be expected of them. All of it to me was considered rape. Women in all 3 novels were not given a choice just directive, a duty. To be in their assigned role to "contribute" to society. The only novel were a woman had success, to live her life by her choice was The Book of The Unnamed Midwife.  In the beginning she even had to deal with a man trying to rape her. It was dangerous to be a woman because women all around were becoming a slave to men. In the end she found refuge and lived her life the way she wanted. 

5) CECILIA, I think that if the novels that we have read for this class have taught us anything it is about the rape culture in society. Each novel has discussed various hardships and violations against women that when reading seem to be disturbing, but I feel like many women when reading these novels have been able to relate or understand the women in the novels. One example of this was in "The Book of the Unnamed Midwife" where almost every person who wrote about it on the discussion board said they understood why the narrator had to dress up as a man to avoid being raped.I think that media allows violence against women and often times the media tries to make it seem "sexy" and "attractive". We see it in movies shows such as "The Boy Next Door" starring Jennifer Lopez who gets involved with a young man and the relationship escalates when she tries to end the affair. The boy becomes violent and makes threats to Lopez's character. Also seen in the infamous "50 Shades of Grey" movie, where the pain of women is seen as sexy as long as it is pleasurable to men. As mentioned in the power point provided for us, these types of movies effect sex crimes where victims may be seen as "an innocent" or "a seductress," creating ridiculous ideas that the woman may have been asking for it or she wanted it.To some, when discussing the books we read for this class and the movies listed above, they could ask what the difference is. There is a big difference between these movies and the books we read thus far in class. These movies were made to make these toxic relationships between men and women look sexy whereas our books were written to educate and warn society rather than a glorify violence against women.

6) CRISTINA Starting this new chapter, it basically goes back to when rape culture started. This book is almost giving us a better understanding of what we have been reading about in the last 3 books. It has been obvious that women have suffered from inequality since long before and still to this day women are still fighting to be treated right. Reading this new book made me think about marches that have been made for womens rights. When comparing todays life and the ones in the books, one can literally put themselves in the womens shoes and see why they have to act the way they do and live those horrible lives. For example, in the Unnamed Midwife, it would be horrible to live a life that isn't truly yours. Having to hide what you are because your scared of getting raped by the men that see you. Also, in regards to rape, you would think of how muCh it is promoted without really being clear about it. So many movies, tv shows, even pictures in social media that show women dressing sexually or too provocative and if they were to get raped, the women would be the one blamed for dressing how she dresses. Men have to be accountable for their actions because a women or anyone should be able to dress how they feel without worrying about getting raped. 

